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:Orfioer MObilization‘and Demobilization Data
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Source was able to supply the following informatlion on mobilization
and demobilization of ground forces officers of the USSR.

a. Career Officers (Kudrovyye ofitsery)

f
J

Career offlcers were those who spent their entire adult life
on active duty. They were all graduates of the various mili-
tary schools. In addition, any officer on active duty with

© the ‘Soviet Ground Forces was considered a career officer.

“

. b. Reserve Officers (Ofitsery zapasa)

Reserve officers were those who would be called to aetive duty
in the event of mobilization. This group of officers included
those who gained their commissioned status while serving as -
EM in World War II and were subsequently released at the con-
¢lusion of the war, those released because of officer ceilings,
and those released for reasons of poor health, eto,

‘All officers releesed from active duty were compelled to Join the

reserves. Upon release from active duty they registered with the
proper military authorities in their zone (Rayvoyenkomat). While
there were no weekly or mohthly training periods, reserve offigcers,
annually, had to participate in one to 1% months of military
training. This training wab organized and conducted by the Ray-

- voyenkomat. Officers were nhot members of any specific reserve unit

other than the Rayvoyenkomat.
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Source stated that any officer who had not graduated from & military
academy - (Voyenaya Akademiya) could obtain a rank no higher than
captain, regardless.of his qualificationms.

-EM Mobilization and Demobilization Data

u.

Source was able to give the following information on mobilizutiou
and demobilization of EM of the Soviet Ground Forces:

a. vThree Year Volunteers

This group was made up of 1l8-year-olds who dld not want to walt
until the draft age of 19 before starting their military ser-
vice. The advantage of volunteering included the right to
choose a branch of service and complete the required three years
of service at an earlier age. After routine processing and
acceptance there was no baslic difference between a volunteer
and a draftee.

b. Draftee

All 19-year-olds had to register wlth the Voyenkomat, and then
awalt call to active duty for a three year perlod, This perlod
normally began in September and ended in September three years
later. However, 1t often happened that draftees were called

to active duty several months before the normal mobilization
date in September, but these men stl1ll were released on a
demobilization date in September, Hence, draftees frequently
served more than three years. ' .

¢. Sverkhsrochnik

This term was applled to soldiers (draftees or volunteers)
who remained_on duty after completing the required three years
of service. 1-

-EM in this catagory received the grade of & non-commissioned
officer, the exact rating depending on various factors. They
had officer privileges, received the pay of an officer, messed
in a company-grade officers' mess, worked an eight hour day,

had pass and leave privileges of officers, etc. In spite of
these incentives, very few men remained on duty after completing
the required three years of service.

When ready for demobilization in September, soldiers were formed
into packets (groups) and sent to the address which they designated.
This address did not have to be their home town. Packets destined
for distant areas, such as Silberia, were formed first. They were
organized at Frankfurt/Oder. Soldiers residing in European Russia
were sent out last.

Upon arrival at his destination, the demobllized soldler was
authorized a 15 day perilod of grace which he could use as he saw
fit. At the end of this period he was compelled to register with
the Rayvoyenkomat. - Any soldier who failed to register was severely
dealt with, for example, to the extent of five years imprisonment.

‘The demobilized soldier was allotted 30 days in which to seek employ-

ment. If he returned to his former residence, he could demand his
former Job which the employer was compelled to give him, It was
mandatory that the demobllized soldier be employed at the end of
this 30 day period. Thereupon, he again reported to the Rayvoyen-
komat and regilstered his place of employment. If he had not found

CONFIDENTIAL

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/09/23 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000300250012-8



I:')ieérlassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/09/23 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000300250012-8

CONFIDENTIAL

4 a jJob within this period, an investigation was conducted to ascertain
. the reason. A demobilized soldier could be severely punished for
malingering. Source stated that it was almost Impossible not to

find some kind of employment.

: Every demobilized soldier was considered a member of the Reserves

¢ and remained in that status indefinltely. Those demobilized in

: the grade of Junior sergeant or higher, in all branches, underwent

' one to two months of military training once every three years,
This poliey also applied to members of the Tank Corps, Alr Force, and
‘Nevy, regardless of grade. This reserve training was organized .

i and oconducted by the Rayvoyenkomat. There was no training required

for other demobilized EM; they merely registered.

) 6. In the event of &n emergency, Source belleved that reservists could’
4 be recalled in one or two days. The Rayvoyenkomat would receive

Q orders from higher headquarters (oblastnoy Voyenkomat) and then

v 8lert persons required to £111 quotas.

f 1. Comment: There is no status comparable to
¢ 50X1 sverkhsrochn n the US Army.
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